

WITHDRAWN 10/13/09


Introduced by Council Member Johnson:
ORDINANCE 2009-517-W
AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE JEA AND THE CHARTER; AMENDING ARTICLE 21 (JEA), IN COMPLIANCE WITH SECTION 21.11 OF SAID CHARTER, BY REPEALING ORDINANCE 2007-838-E; REPEALING THE PAYMENT OF FRANCHISE FEES; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, JEA is an independent body politic of the City of Jacksonville; is a tax exempt entity; and has a long history of making significant contributions to the public welfare and working with the City of Jacksonville in service to the community;  and


WHEREAS, the City Council has been granted authority to amend, by ordinance, Article 21 of the Charter of the City of Jacksonville, said authorization reading as follows:

“Section 21.11. Legislative authority of council. 

Notwithstanding any provision of this charter to the contrary, the council may repeal or amend any portion of this article, by two-thirds vote of the membership of the council. A public hearing on the adoption of the ordinance shall be advertised in substantially the same manner as the council is required to advertise its intention pursuant to s. 200.065, Florida Statutes, and held not earlier than 30 days after the introduction of the ordinance into the council. The council shall take final action on the ordinance only after the expiration of 60 days after the advertised public hearing, and no ordinance shall be enacted except by a two-thirds vote of the entire council. If the mayor disapproves the ordinance, the council may enact it notwithstanding such disapproval only by a four-fifths vote of the entire council.” and 

WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville, in Ordinance 2007-838-E; amended the JEA Charter, and sought to address funding and equity issues between the City and JEA; and to develop a dedicated stream of revenue to meet certain City needs; and

WHEREAS, the City finds that the fees associated with Ordinance 2007-838-E are regressive in nature, and place an undue burden on Jacksonville’s citizens who are least able to afford same; and those revenues should be recouped from other sources, or through reductions in spending; now therefore  
BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Ordinances 2007-838-E Repealed.    Ordinance 2007-838-E is hereby repealed and the language of the Charter in effect immediately prior to its enactment is restored.  A copy of Ordinance 2007-838-E is on file with the Legislative Services Division.

Section 2.  
Effective Date.
  This Ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature. 
Form Approved:


/s/
Steven E. Rohan
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